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ACCOMMODATION IN LONDON 
 

The following list is provided as a convenience to American citizens requiring accommodation 
in London.  Inclusion on the list does not constitute a recommendation by the Embassy.  
Additional advice is available from Visit London, 6th Floor, 2 More London River Flat, 
London SE1 2RR, Tel: 020-7234-5800.  Alternatively, you may wish to contact the British 
Hotel Reservation Centre ï freephone telephone number 0800-282-888.   
 
OôCallaghanôs Hotel - 205 Earls Court Road, London SW5, Tel: 020-7370-3000.  £10.00 
per night for stays of one week or longer; daily stays are £15 per night.  Dormitory-style 
accommodation (four people sharing, maximum 10 people).  Showers, clean linen, kitchen, 
breakfast, and free tea and coffee all day.  Nearest tube:  Earlôs Court. 
 
Holland House YHA, Holland Walk, Kensington, London W8, Tel: 0870-770-5866.  £21.00 
(over 18). £18.75 (under 18) per night, inclusive of breakfast.  There is a restaurant on site that 
serves dinner only for £5.10 (three courses).  Dormitory-style accommodation, men and 
women separated.  Nearest tube:  Holland Park or High Street Kensington. 
 
City of London Youth Hostel, Carter Lane, London EC4, Tel: 0870-770-5764.  Price varies 
according to type of accommodation required.  Dormitory £15-24 with breakfast, £32 for single 
rooms.   There is a restaurant on site.  Nearest tube:  St. Paulôs on Central Line. 
 
St. Pancras Youth Hostel, 79-81 Euston Road, London NW1 2QS, Tel: 0870-770-6044.  
£24.60 per night for dormitory-style room, inclusive of breakfast.  Situated directly opposite the 
new British Library.  Nearest tube:  Euston or St. Pancras. 
  
Center Francais ï 61/69 Chepstow Place, London W2, Tel: 020-7221-8134.  £26 per night 
for a single room or £15 for dormitory-style accommodation.  Prices include a continental 
breakfast.  Nearest tube:  Notting Hill Gate. 
 
The London Hostels Association - 54 Eccleston Square, London SW1V 1PG, Tel: 020-
7834-1545.  This is the central office for numerous hostels located throughout central London.  
Daily and weekly rates available.   
 
 
European Hotel ï 11 Argyle Square, London WC1, Tel: 020-727-834-08.  Basic double 
rooms from £50.00, singles from £40.00 per night, inclusive of breakfast.  Nearest tube:  Kings 
Cross. 
 
Central Hotel ï 16-18 Argyle Street, London WC1, Tel: 44-0207-837-9008.  Double rooms 
from £65, price varies by type, inclusive of breakfast.  Nearest tube:  Kings Cross. 
 
Lincoln House Hotel ï 33 Gloucester Place, Marble Arch, London W1H 3PD, Tel: 020-
7486-7630.  Single rooms from £30 including full English breakfast.  Nearest tube:  Marble 
Arch.  
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Redland House Hotel ï 52 Kendal Street, Hyde Park, London, W2, Tel: 020-7723-7118.  
Single rooms from £44.00, doubles from £56.00.  Price includes full English breakfast.  
Nearest tube:  Marble Arch or Edgware Road. 
 
Sass House Hotel ï 10-11 Craven Terrace, London W2, Tel: 020-7262-2325.  Double 
rooms only at £50.00 per night based on two people sharing.  Price includes breakfast.  Price 
varies from season to season.  Nearest tube:  Paddington or Lancaster Gate. 
 
International Students House ï 229 Great Portland Street, Regentôs Park, London W1, 
Tel: 020-7631-8310.   Twin rooms from £25.00, single rooms from £33.00, dormitory rooms 
from £12.00. Continental breakfast included except for dormitory rooms.  Nearest tube:  Great 
Portland Street or Regentôs Park.  
 
Wansbeck Garden Hotel ï 4-6 Bedford Place, London, WC1, Tel: 020-7636-6232.  Single 
rooms from £50.00, dormitory rooms from £22.00.  Breakfast included.  Nearest tube:  Russell 
Square or Holborn. 
 
For accommodation located in and around the Gatwick and Heathrow airport areas, call 
or visit the Travel Care help desks located within the airports.  Gatwick: 012-9350-3317, 
Heathrow: 020-8745-7495. 
 
Hotels Close to Gatwick Airport: 
The Turrets Guest House- 48 Massetts Rd., Tel: 012-9378-2490.  Single £39, double £54, 
triple £69 family £75.  Includes breakfast and transfers to and from airport.  Total rooms:  11 
  
Cornerhouse Hotel - 72 Massetts Rd., Tel: 012-9378-4 574.  Single £42, double £63, family 
£71.  Includes breakfast and transfers to and from airport.  Total rooms:  31 
 
Belmont Guesthouse - 46 Massetts Rd., Tel: 012-9382-0500.  Single from £45, doubles 
from £65.  Includes breakfast and transfers to and from airport.  Total rooms:  18 
 
 
Hotels Close to Heathrow Airport: 
Civic Guest House Hotel - 87-93 Lampton Rd., Tel: 020-8572-5107. Single £45, double £58, 
family £75.  Includes breakfast, three minute walk from Heathrow tube.  Total rooms: 28 
 
Thistle Hotel at Heathrow Airport, Tel: 0871-360-2218.  Rates vary.  Breakfast not included.  
Total rooms:  314 
 
Shalimar Hotel ï 215 Staines Rd., Tel: 020-8577-7070.  Single £50, double £60, family £90.  
Includes breakfast.  Total rooms:  42 
 
Heathrow Lodge, 556 Old Bath Road, Longford, Heathrow, Middlesex, Tel: 017-5368-
6970.  Basic (not en-suite) single £40, double £50, family £85.  Breakfast £3.50 per person, 
transfers to and from airport.  Total rooms:  67 
 
Hotels Close to Stansted Airport: 
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Bushel and Sack Hotel - Chelmsford Rd, Tel: 44 0870-042-9292.  Single £55, double £75, 
family £95.  Breakfast £5.95 pp, transfers £5 pp.  Total rooms:  17 
 
Churchgate Hotel - Churchgate St., Tel: 012-7942-0246.  Single £57, double £114, family 
£114.  Includes breakfast, transfers to and from airport.  Total rooms:  85 
 
Hilton London Stansted - Tel: 012-7968-0800.  Room rates vary.  Transfers £2 per person.  
Total rooms:  139 
  
North Hall Farm Guest House - Northhall Rd, Tel: 017-9954-3429.  Single £45, double £60, 
triple £70, family £80.  Includes breakfast and transfer to the airport.  Total rooms:  19 
 
To find a cheap hostel anywhere in the United Kingdom, you may wish to visit 
www.hostelbookers.com 
 
 
 

http://www.hostelbookers.com/
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ADVICE AND DAY CENTERS FOR THE HOMELESS 
 
Shelter  
Best resource for housing advice and shelter locations for England, Scotland, Wales, and 
Northern Ireland.  Call the free, 24-hour help line or check the website for information about 
emergency housing. 
 
Tel: 0808-800-4444  
Web: www.shelter.org.uk  
 
Crisis 
Offers programs and services for homeless individuals and has a comprehensive list of 
shelters, hostels, and day centers in London and the rest of the United Kingdom.  
 
Crisis 
66 Commercial Street, London E1 6LT  
Tel: 084-4251-0111 
Fax: 084-42510-110 
Web: www.crisis.org.uk  
 
Connection at St. Martins 
Day center for young people and adults.  Services include advice, counseling, shower, laundry 
facilities, inexpensive food, work-training programs, help finding permanent housing, and a 
night center available by referral only. Open weekdays from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., and from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. on weekends. 
 
Young Peopleôs Day Center: 12 Adelaide Street, London, WC2 
Adult Day Center: 5 St Martinôs Place, London, WC2N 4JJ 
Tel: 020-7766-5544 
Web:  http://www.connection-at-stmartins.org.uk/ 
 
Passage Day Centre 
Largest voluntary sector day center for homeless adults in London, offering food, showers, and 
laundry facilities.  Also operates an emergency night shelter and services to help homeless 
individuals transition to independent living.  Open from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday to Friday, and 
9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Saturday and Sunday.  Rough sleepers drop-in sessions only from 8 a.m. 
to 11 a.m. and main drop-in sessions from 12 noon to 1 p.m. 
 
St. Vincentôs Centre, Carlisle Place, London SW1 
Tel: 020-7592-1850 
Web: www.passage.org.uk 
 
Holy Cross Centre 
Runs drop-in services, including a meal service, advice and referrals, and fully staffed social 
center.  
 
The Crypt, Holy Cross Church Cromer Street, London WC1H 8JU 
Tel: 020-7278-8687   

http://www.shelter.org.uk/
http://www.crisis.org.uk/
http://www.connection-at-stmartins.org.uk/
http://www.passage.org.uk/
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Fax: 020-7278-8567 
Web: www.hcct.org.uk 
 
St. Mungos 
Operates hostels, semi-independent housing, and counseling services at locations throughout 
London.  
 
Main office: Griffin House, 2nd Floor, 161 Hammersmith Road, London, W6 8BS 
Tel: 020-8762-5500  
Fax: 020-8600-3079 
Web: www.mungos.org  
 
 
 

http://www.hcct.org.uk/
http://www.mungos.org/
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ADVICE AND COUNSELING AGENCIES 

 
This list of information and advice centers is available for people who find themselves needing 
practical assistance.  For further information, contact the district Citizenôs Advice Bureau 
(CAB), Department of Social Services, local telephone directory, local library, or local police 
stations in the area in which you reside. 
 
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU  
Local offices are run by trained volunteers who provide free, independent, and confidential 
advice for debt, benefits, housing, legal, discrimination, employment, immigration, consumer, 
and other problems. 
 
National center for England and Wales:  020-7833-2181 
Find your local office in the phonebook or www.citzensadvice.org.uk 
Common questions are also answered at www.adviceguide.org.uk 
 
SAMARITANS 
This organization provides confidential emotional support 24 hours a day for those struggling 
with feelings of despair or distress.  Services are available over the phone, in person at one of 
many local branches, and via email. 
  
Main Helpline:  0845-790-9090 
Central London:  020-7734-2800 
Text phone (deaf callers only):  020-8780-2521 
E-mail:  jo@samaritans.org                                    
Web:  www.samaritans.org 
 
CRUSE 
The leading charity in the United Kingdom specializing in bereavement.  Branches throughout 
the United Kingdom provide support and advice for those dealing with the loss of a loved one.  
 
Main Helpline:  0844-477-9400 
Young Person's Helpline:  0808-808-1677  
E-mail:  helpline@cruse.org.uk  
Web:  www.crusebereavementcare.org.uk 
 
LONDON BEREAVEMENT NETWORK 
Information and support for members of the public who are bereaved and the professionals 
who support them.  Also provides a comprehensive list of bereavement services in the London 
area. 
Tel:  020-7700-8134 
Fax:  020-7247-1209  
Web:  www.bereavement.org.uk  
 
CHILD DEATH HELPLINE 
Professionals and parents working to provide a listening service offering emotional support to 
all those affected by the death of a child.  Helpline open 365 days a year. 

http://www.citzensadvice.org.uk/
http://www.adviceguide.org.uk/
mailto:jo@samaritans.org
http://www.samaritans.org/
mailto:helpline@cruse.org.uk
mailto:helpline@cruse.org.uk
mailto:helpline@cruse.org.uk
http://www.crusebereavementcare.org.uk/
http://www.bereavement.org.uk/
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Daily 7 p.m. ï 10 p.m. 
Monday ï Friday 10 a.m. ï 1 p.m. 
Wednesday 1 p.m. ï 4 p.m.  
Tel:  0800-282-986  
Web:  www.childdeathhelpline.org.uk  
 
SUPPORT AFTER MURDER AND MANSLAUGHTER (SAMM) 
Provides emotional support to those bereaved through murder and manslaughter and works to 
raise awareness about the effects of such crimes.  
Tel: 020-7735-3838 
Web:  www.samm.org.uk 
 
SCHIZOPHRENIA A NATIONAL EMERGENCY (SANE) 
One of the United Kingdom's leading charities concerned with improving the lives of everyone 
affected by mental illness.  The organization operates SANELINE, offering support, 
information, crisis care, and general advice from 6pm ï 11pm every day of the year. 
 
Mental Health Helpline (SANELINE) ï 0845-767-8000 
Web:  http://www.sane.org.uk  
 
AGE CONCERN 
An organization that focuses on working with and for older people.  Offers support, products, 
and services for those over 50 related to community care, health, income and benefits, 
housing, and consumer issues. 
 
Age Concern information line:  0800-009-966 
National Headquarters:  
Age Concern England, Astral House, 1268 London Road, London SW16 4ER 
Tel:  020-8765-7200,  Fax:  020-8765-7211 
Web:  http://www.ageconcern.org.uk/ 
 
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 
Network of support to help alcoholics confront and overcome their drinking problems. 
 
National:  0845-769-7555 
London:  020-7833-0022 
Web:  www.alcoholics-anonymous.org.uk  
General Service office: 
A.A General Service Office 
P O Box 1, Stonebow House, Stonebow, York YO1 7NJ  Tel:  019-0464-4026 
 
AL-ANON FAMILY GROUPS 
Resources and support for individuals affected by someone elseôs drinking problem 
 
Al-Anon Family Groups UK & Eire 
61 Great Dover Street, London, SE1 4YF 
Tel:  020-7403-0888 

http://www.childdeathhelpline.org.uk/
http://www.samm.org.uk/
http://www.sane.org.uk/
http://www.ageconcern.org.uk/
http://www.alcoholics-anonymous.org.uk/
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Fax:  020-7378-9910 
Web:  www.al-anonuk.org.uk  
 
WOMENôS ALCOHOL CENTRE 
A service for women concerned about their drinking habits.  The centre offers information 
leaflets in response to phone or mail requests. 
 
66a Drayton Park, Highbury, London N5 1ND 
Tel:  020-7278-8214 
Fax:  020-7354-8134 
 
ALCOHOL ADVISORY SERVICE 
309 Grays Inn Road, Kings Cross, London WC1X 8PQ  Tel:  020-7530-5900 
 
TURNING POINT 
A social care organization that provides services for individuals affected by drug and alcohol 
misuse, mental health and learning disability.  
 
Standon House, 21 Mansell Street London E1 8AA 
Tel:  020-7481-7600 
Web:  www.turning-point.co.uk  
 
SALVATION ARMY 
The Salvation Army has a huge network of social services and resources, including counseling 
and emergency care.  Also operates shelters and day centers around the United Kingdom. 
 
Headquarters: 2nd Floor, 33/35 Kings Exchange  
Tileyard Road London N7 9AH 
Phone:  020-7619-6100 
Fax:  020-7619-6111 
Web: www.salvationarmy.org.uk  
 
VICTIMS SUPPORT NATIONAL ASSOCIATION  
A support group offering help and assistance to victims of crime.  Call or visit the website to 
find a local office. 
 
National office:  
Cranmer House, 39 Brixton Road, London SW9 6DZ,  
Tel:  020-7735-9166 
Fax:  020-7582-5712   
Victim Supportline:  0845-303-0900 
Web:  www.victimsupport.org.uk  
 
VICTIMS VOICE LEGAL HELPLINE 
 
P.O. Box 110, Chippenham, SN14 7QB   
Tel:  013-2883-0135 
Web:  victimsvoice@hotmail.com  

http://www.al-anonuk.org.uk/
http://www.turning-point.co.uk/
http://www.salvationarmy.org.uk/
http://www.victimsupport.org.uk/
mailto:victimsvoice@hotmail.com
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RAPE & SEXUAL ABUSE SUPPORT CENTRE 
Helpline: 019-6284-8024 (for women)  
Helpline: 019-6284-8027 (for men) 
Office:  019-6284-8018 
Web:  www.rasasc.org.uk  
 
RIGHTS OF WOMEN (ROW)  
Free legal advice for women by women over the phone and information pamphlets available 
online. 
 
Phone:  020-7251-6577 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 2 p.m. ï 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. ï 9 p.m.  
Friday 12pm ï 2pm. 
Web: www.rightsofwomen.org.uk  
 
WOMEN AGAINST RAPE (WAR) 
Offers counseling, support, legal advocacy, and information to women and girls who have 
been raped or sexually assaulted. 
 
Crossroads Women's Centre, 230a Kentish Town Rd, London NW5 2AB  
Tel:  020-7482-2496  
Fax:  020-7209-4761 
Web:  www.womenagainstrape.net  

 
WOMENôS THERAPY CENTRE  
Provides advice and information about mental health as well as individual and group 
psychotherapy for those suffering from mental illness. 
 
10 Manor Gardens, London N7 6JS 
Phone for appointments:  020-7263-6200  
Monday and Thursday 12 noon ï 2 p.m.  
Tuesday and Wednesday 2 p.m. ï 4 p.m. 
General inquiries:  020-7263-7860 
Web:  www.womenstherapycentre.co.uk  
 
REFUGE/WOMENôS AID  
Advice and safe houses for women and children experiencing domestic violence.  
 
24-hour national crisis line:  0808-200-0247 
Web:  www.refuge.org.uk or www.womensaid.org.uk 
 
WOMENôS HEALTH LONDON and WOMENôS HEALTH CONCERN 
A national voluntary organization that provides services relating to womenôs health issues. 
 
52 Featherstone Street London EC1Y 8RT 
Helpline for Womenôs Health London: 0845-123-2319  
Womenôs Health Concern:  020 7451 1377  

http://www.rasasc.org.uk/
http://www.rightsofwomen.org.uk/
http://www.womenagainstrape.net/
http://www.womenstherapycentre.co.uk/
http://www.refuge.org.uk/
http://www.womensaid.org.uk/
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Web:  www.womenshealthlondon.org.uk and http://www.womens-health-concern.org/ 
 
WOMEN IN PRISON  
Provides assistance and advice for women in prison and advocates for the release of non-
violent offenders.  Assists with welfare, housing, and education for women in prison and helps 
with their successful readjustment upon release. 
 
3b Aberdeen Studios, 22 Highbury Grove, London N5 2EA  
Telephone:  020-7226-5879 
Fax:  020-7354-8005 
Web:  http://www.womeninprison.org.uk/  
 
CANCER BACUP 
Organization provides a cancer information service with confidential, accurate, and up-to-date 
information about any aspect of cancer.  
 
3 Bath Place, Rivington Street London EC2A 3JR 
Phone:  020-7696-9003 
Fax:  020-7696-9002 
UK freephone helpline:  0808-800-1234 
Web:  www.cancerbacup.org.uk 
 
NATIONAL AIDS AND SEXUAL HEALTH HELPLINE 
A 24- hour, free and confidential telephone service with advice about HIV/AIDS, sexual health, 
STDs, local services, clinics. and support services. 
 
Free phone:  0800-567-123  

Web:  http://www.avert.org/ukhelplines.htm 

http://www.womenshealthlondon.org.uk/
http://www.womens-health-concern.org/
http://www.womeninprison.org.uk/
http://www.cancerbacup.org.uk/
http://www.avert.org/ukhelplines.htm
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ARREST OF AN AMERICAN CITIZEN ABROAD 
 
While in a foreign country, a U.S. citizen is subject to that countryôs laws and regulations, 
which sometimes differ significantly from those in the United States and may not afford the 
same protections available to the individual under U.S. law.  Persons violating the law in a 
foreign country, even unknowingly, may be expelled, fined, arrested, or imprisoned.  If arrested 
abroad, a citizen must go through the foreign legal process for being charged or indicted, 
prosecuted, and possibly convicted and sentenced. 
 

More than 2,500 Americans are arrested abroad annually.  More than 30% of these arrests are 
drug-related, and more than 70% of these drug-related arrests involve marijuana or cocaine.   

Each country is sovereign and its laws apply to everyone who enters regardless of nationality.  
The U.S. Government cannot get Americans released from foreign jails.  However, a U.S. 
Consul will insist on prompt access to an arrested American, provide a list of attorneys 
(http://london.usembassy.gov/cons_new/acs/uk/uk_solicitors_august_2006.pdf), provide 
information on the host countryôs legal system, offer to contact the arrested Americanôs family 
or friends, visit on a regular basis, protest mistreatment, monitor jail conditions, provide dietary 
supplements if needed, and keep the Department of State informed.   

The Office of Overseas Citizens Services (OCS) at the Department of State in Washington, 
D.C., is the point of contact for family members in the United States who are concerned about 
an American citizen family member who has been arrested abroad.  You can reach OCS by 
calling 1-888-407-4747.  Family members in England or Wales concerned about an American 
arrested in those areas can contact the U.S. Embassy in London at 020-7499-9000.  

 
 
 

http://london.usembassy.gov/cons_new/acs/uk/uk_solicitors_august_2006.pdf
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CHILDRENôS ISSUES 
 

International Parental Child Abduction 
The Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction came into force 
between the United States and the United Kingdom on July 1, 1988.  For in-depth information 
on the workings of the Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction, 
visit the Department of Stateôs International Parental Child Abduction Page.  
 
What to do if your child has been abducted:  
  
From the United States to the United Kingdom:  If your child has been abducted from the 
United States to the United Kingdom, you should file an application with the U.S. Central 
Authority at: Application For Assistance Under the Hague Convention on Child Abduction (in 
PDF format).  For guidance and instructions on completing the application form, refer to the 
U.S. Central Authorityôs International Parental Child Abduction Booklet.  
 
From the United Kingdom to the United States:  If your child has been abducted from the 
United Kingdom to the United States, you should file an application with the UK Central 
Authority application at: http://www.officialsolicitor.gov.uk/os/icacu.htm 
 
Child Custody Solicitors:  The Embassy maintains a list of solicitors who specialize in 
international child custody issues; for more information, please click on this link:  Child Custody 
Solicitors   
 
Preventing Child Abduction 
If you are a resident of the United Kingdom and fear that your U.S. citizen child might be taken 
abroad by the other parent without your consent, the childôs name can be entered into the U.S. 
passport name check system.  Then, if an application for a passport for your child is received, 
you will be informed before issuance of the passport. 
 
When there is an order from a court of competent jurisdiction prohibiting the removal of a child 
from the jurisdiction of the court and/or the requesting party without prior consent, and the 
order is provided to the American Citizen Services Section of the U.S. Embassy in London, an 
application for a U.S. passport may be denied. 
 
Requests for entry of a childôs name in the passport name check system, and, if relevant, court 
orders should be sent to:  
 

American Citizen Services 
U.S. Embassy 

24 Grosvenor Square 
London W1A 2LQ 

Phone: 020-7499-9000 
Fax: 020-7495-5012 

 

Other Resources 

¶ The Department of Stateôs International Parental Child Abduction website. 

¶ Reunite International:  www.reunite.org 

http://www.travel.state.gov/family/abduction/abduction_580.html
http://www.travel.state.gov/pdf/DS-3013.pdf
http://www.travel.state.gov/family/abduction/hague_issues/hague_issues_575.html
http://www.officialsolicitor.gov.uk/os/icacu.htm
http://www.usembassy.org.uk/cons_web/acs/scs/childcustodysol.htm
http://www.usembassy.org.uk/cons_web/acs/scs/childcustodysol.htm
http://www.usembassy.org.uk/cons_web/acs/scs/childcustodysol.htm
http://www.travel.state.gov/family/abduction/abduction_580.html
http://www.reunite.org/
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¶ UK Foreign and Commonwealth Office, Child Abduction Section: 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/travelling-and-living-overseas/things-go-wrong/child-abduction 

¶ National Center For Missing and Exploited Children: www.missingkids.com 
 
Intercountry Adoptions 
U.S. Adoption Procedures:  The Hague Convention on Intercountry Adoption came into force 
for the United States on April 1, 2008.  For in-depth information on intercountry adoptions, both 
those started before and after implementation of the Hague Convention in the United States, 
visit the Department of Stateôs Hague Convention Intercountry Adoption Page.  
 
UK Adoption Procedures:  The Department for Education and Skills (DFES) is responsible 
for adoption policy, domestic and intercountry, in the United Kingdom.  For in-depth information 
on British adoption regulations, visit the DFES Intercountry Adoption Page. 
  
Child Support Enforcement 
The United States and the United Kingdom concluded a bilateral agreement on child support 
enforcement on December 17, 2007.  The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Administration for Children and Families, Office of Child Support Enforcement 
(http://www.acf.dhhs.gov/programs/cse/international/index.html) is the U.S. Central Authority 
for this agreement.   

The following information briefly explains the steps parents should take to request 
enforcement of child support orders when the absent parent is in the other country.  More 
information is available on the Department of Stateôs website at  
http://travel.state.gov/family/services/support/support_2615.html  

Applications made in the United States for support from a parent in the United 
Kingdom:  Applications should be made to your local Child Support Enforcement Office (IV-D 
Agency) at your local Department of Human Services.  It is the responsibility of the Child 
Support Enforcement office to forward the application to the UK Reciprocal Enforcement of 
Maintenance Orders Section  (REMO) located within the Department for Constitutional Affairs 
at the following address:  Department For Constitutional Affairs, REMO Section, Selborne 
House (4th Floor), 56-60 Victoria Street, London SW1E 6QW; tel: 0845-345-5303; website: 
http://www.dca.gov.uk/family/remo/contents.htm; e-mail: remo@dca.gsi.gov.uk.  The REMO 
Section will forward the application to the nearest English or Welsh County Court where the 
absent parent resides and will endeavor to enforce it.   
 
Applications made in England and Wales for support from a parent in the United States:  
Applications should be made to the Justices' Clerk of your local Magistrateôs Court.  The 
Justices' Clerk is required to forward the application to the REMO Section at the Department 
for Constitutional Affairs as explained above.  It is the responsibility of the REMO Section to 
forward the application to the Child Support Enforcement Office (IV-D Agency) in the particular 
U.S. state where the absent parent resides.  That authority will endeavor to enforce the order.   
 
Child Protection and Neglect Issues 
If you wish to discuss a child protection matter, please send an e-mail to: 
SCSLondon@state.gov 
 
 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/travelling-and-living-overseas/things-go-wrong/child-abduction
http://www.missingkids.com/
http://www.travel.state.gov/family/adoption/convention/convention_462.html
http://www.dfes.gov.uk/intercountryadoption/index.shtml
http://www.acf.dhhs.gov/programs/cse/international/index.html
http://travel.state.gov/family/services/support/support_2615.html
http://www.dca.gov.uk/family/remo/contents.htm
mailto:remo@dca.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:SCSLondon@state.gov
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LETTER OF CONSENT FOR TRAVEL OF A MINOR CHILD 
 

There may be an occasion when you are requested by an airline or a travel company to 
provide some form of letter of consent if your child is traveling internationally with only one 
parent or another adult.  Please note that the letter of consent on page 11 is NOT required by 
any U.S. Government agency, and should be considered as a guide only.   
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To Whom It May Concern: 

 

I/We, _______________________________________________________________________________ 
(Full Name(s) of Custodial and/or Non-Custodial Parent(s)/Legal Guardian(s)) 

am/are the lawful custodial parent and/or non-custodial parent(s) or legal guardian(s) of: 

 

Childôs full name:_____________________________________________________________________ 

Date of Birth:________________________________________________________________________ 

Place of Birth:________________________________________________________________________ 

U.S. Passport Number:_________________________________________________________________ 

Date and Place of Issuance of U.S. Passport:________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________, has my/our consent to travel with: 
                                     (Childôs Full Name) 

Full name of accompanying person:_______________________________________________________ 

U.S. or foreign passport number:_________________________________________________________ 

Date and Place of issuance of this passport:_________________________________________________ 

 

to visit_____________________________________ during the period of ________________________. 
                                                  (Name of Foreign Country)       (Dates of Travel: Departure and Return) 

During that period, _________________________________will be residing with  
                    (Childôs Name) 

____________________________________________________ at the following address: 
              (Name of Person Who Child will be Residing With in Foreign Country)  

 

Number/street address and apartment number:_______________________________________________ 

City, State/Province, Country:___________________________________________________________ 

Telephone and fax numbers (work, cellphone and residence)___________________________________ 

 

 

Signature:__________________________ ______________________ Date:___________________ 
                                (Signature of Custodial Parent, and/or Non-Custodial Parent or Legal Guardian) 

Full Name: __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Signature:__________________________ ______________________ Date:___________________ 
                                (Signature of Custodial Parent, and/or Non-Custodial Parent or Legal Guardian) 

Full Name: __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Signed before me, ____________________________________________________________________, 
(Full Name of Witness) 

this_____________________ at _________________________________________________________. 
(Date)      (Name of Location) 

 

 

Signature:________________________________________________ 
(Name of Witness) 
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DEATH OF AN AMERICAN ABROAD 
 
Death Overseas   
The Special Consular Services Unit (SCS) at the U.S. Embassy in London can assist family 
and friends in the event of the death of an American citizen in England and Wales.  The SCS 
Unit can act as liaison in arranging the disposition of remains and help with forwarding 
personal effects.  The family or legal representative must pay all funeral home charges, 
shipping costs for the remains and personal effects (if applicable).  The SCS Unit will work with 
any funeral home selected by the family to ensure proper documentation for shipment of 
remains to the United States.  We maintain a list of four funeral homes that are familiar with 
international shipping requirements.  
 
Even if no assistance is needed in making funeral arrangements, the death of an American 
citizen, whether resident or tourist in the United Kingdom, should be reported to the SCS Unit 
so that a Report of Death of an American Citizen Abroad can be issued.  This document is 
necessary to settle legal and estate matters in the United States.  The SCS Unit can issue up 
to 20 copies of the Report, which is usually sufficient in number to settle matters in the United 
States.  For more information on this document, turn to page 15. 
 
Disposition of Remains   
The following general information is provided to assist families in making initial decisions.  
Indicated costs are estimates, based on deaths with no unusual circumstances, and should be 
considered as guides only.  These estimates also relate only to costs incurred in England and 
Wales (inclusive of shipping).  U.S. funeral home costs would be handled separately.   
 
A. Requirement for autopsy (post mortem) in the event of sudden death 
Under British law, the coroner must order that an autopsy be conducted when there is 
reasonable cause to suspect that the deceased died from 
(a)  violent or unnatural death; or 
(b)  a sudden death of which the cause is unknown; or 
(c)  in prison or in such place or in such circumstances as to require a coronerôs inquest. 
 
B. Outcomes from the autopsy 
There are three possible outcomes of the coronerôs autopsy examination: 
(a) The cause of the sudden death is determined to be natural ï in which case the coronerôs 
jurisdiction ceases and there is no requirement for further inquiry; 
(b) The cause of the sudden death is determined to be not natural (that is, evidence is found 
that the death was violent or unnatural), in which case the coroner must proceed to hold an 
inquest;  
(c) A cause of death is not disclosed (not established), in which case the coroner must hold an 
inquest. 
 
While the inquest may be held several months after death, the coroner usually will issue the 
necessary paperwork to allow funeral arrangements to proceed within a few days of the 
autopsy.   
 
C. Maximum period before interment 
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British law does not place a time limit within which burial must take place.  Remains can be 
held free of charge at a public mortuary pending receipt of next-of-kinôs instructions.   
 
D. Registration of death 
Under British law, if the coroner is not investigating a death, then the death must be registered 
within five days.  If the death cannot be registered within five days, the registrar must be 
informed as soon as possible.  In coronerôs cases, the death will be automatically registered by 
the authorities once the inquest has been held.   
 
E. Embalming 
There is neither a time limit within which remains must be embalmed, nor a requirement for 
embalming of remains for export from the United Kingdom or import into the United States. 
 
Next-of-kin are encouraged to consult their receiving funeral home to resolve any doubts about 
embalming, particularly if relatives wish to view the remains.  Next-of-kin should advise the 
funeral home or the SCS Unit if, for religious or other reasons, the body should not be 
embalmed. 
 
In cases of HIV/AIDS, or other highly contagious diseases, embalming may not be possible, 
and should be discussed with the selected funeral home.  If embalming does proceed. there 
may be additional costs for replacement of equipment. 
 
F. Cremation 
There is no time limit within which remains must be cremated. 
 
G. Coffins 
Coffins/caskets are available that are suitable for cremation, local burial, or international 
shipment of remains. 
 
H. Exportation of remains from the United Kingdom 
 
(1) Whole Remains:  Whole remains must be contained in a zinc-lined, hermetically sealed 
coffin/casket.  To facilitate the export of whole remains from the United Kingdom to the United 
States, the Embassy prepares a Consular Mortuary Certificate, which provides flight details 
and consignee, and incorporates the following documents: 
(a) A certified copy of the local death certificate or the coronerôs interim certificate when an 
inquest is pending; 
(b) An affidavit from the funeral director stating that the remains have been properly prepared 
and packed for shipment; 
(c) An embalming certificate, if appropriate; and 
(d) The coronerôs ñOut of Englandò certificate permitting the removal of the remains from the 
coronerôs jurisdiction. 
 
(2) Cremated Remains:  Cremated remains may be exported if they are accompanied by a 
certified copy of the local death certificate, the cremation certificate, and a statement from the 
crematorium or the funeral home confirming the urn contains only the ashes of the deceased.  
We recommend that airline passengers carrying cremated remains to the United States 
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declare the nature of the package to UK and U.S. customs.  It is also advisable that the urn be 
wooden to allow security screening at the airport. 
 
I. Cost estimates 
Charges shown are based on an exchange rate of $1.80 = 1 British pound sterling.  
 
I) Local burial - $7200 
Fees include collection and transportation of remains, funeral home charges, administrative 
fees, cost of private burial plot near London, and a brief service with no mourners present.  
This can only be an approximate figure, as the cost of burial plots varies immensely and there 
are often different prices for borough residents and non-residents. 
 
II) Cremation and local disposal of ashes - $2880 
Fees include collection and transportation of remains, doctorôs certificates, crematorium fee, 
administrative fees, brief service with no mourners present, and scattering of ashes. 
 
III) Cremation and air shipment of ashes - $3420 
As (II) above but also includes the collection of the ashes from the crematorium, packaging 
and forwarding to the consignee by air freight for collection from the airport. 
 
IV) Preparation and shipment of whole remains (excluding airfreight costs) - $2700 
Preparation of remains for shipment, including local collection of remains, embalming, 
provision and preparation of a lightweight coffin in accordance with established U.S. and 
international standards for shipment, administration of flight arrangements, preparation of all 
documentation, notification of consignee and delivery to the airport.  The U.S. funeral costs are 
not included in this estimate. 
 
(V) Sample airfreight charges based on an average of 140 kilos 
 

London to Atlanta $1320 
London to Chicago $1310 
London to Denver $1535 
London to Grand Forks $1560 
London to Houston $1405 
London to Los Angeles $1550 
London to Miami $1345 
London to New York $1175 
London to Oklahoma $1410 
London to Phoenix $1540 
London to San Francisco $1545 
London to Seattle $1545 

   
J. Exhumation 
Applications for exhumation must be made to the British Home Office.  Exhumed remains and 
their original casket/coffin must be contained in an outer casket/coffin for shipment.  
Exhumations may be carried out only before the opening of the cemetery to the public, i.e. 
normally at dawn, Monday to Friday.  The cemetery charges a fee to open the grave.  If the 
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death occurred a long time ago or the deceased died of an infectious disease, the 
environmental health office would also be in attendance. 
 
K. Remarks 
The four funeral homes on the Embassyôs list are all based in London.  For deaths outside of 
London, an additional $2.70 per mile is charged by the London companies to cover travel 
costs. 
 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

Edmund & Sons 
179-185 Stockwell Road 
London SW9 9SJ 
Phone: 011-44-20-7978-8154 
Fax: 011-44-20-978-8156 

Kenyon Christopher Henley 
83 Westbourne Grove 
London W2 4UL 
Phone: 011-44-20-7313-6920 
Fax: 011-44-20-7313-6999 

 
F.A. Albin & Sons 
52 Culling Road 
London SE16 2TN 
Phone: 011-44-20-8857-0330 
Fax: 011-44-20-8857-3004 

 
Rowland Brothers International 
299-305 Whitehorse Road 
Croydon CR0 2HR 
Phone: 011-44-20-8684-1667 
Fax: 011-44-20-8684-0355 
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REPORT OF DEATH OF AN AMERICAN CITIZEN ABROAD 
 
The consular ñReport of Death of an American Citizen Abroadò is a report that provides the 
essential facts concerning the death of a U.S. citizen and is based on the British death 
certificate or the Coronerôs Interim Certificate of the Fact of Death.  It can generally be used in 
U.S. courts to help settle estate matters. 
 
To enable the Embassy to prepare this document, next-of-kin or legal representatives should 
complete the ñRequest for Information for Preparation of Foreign Service Report of Deathò on 
page 16 and forward it to the SCS Unit along with the deceasedôs U.S. passport and the British 
death certificate.  The passport will be canceled and returned with the death certificate and up 
to 20 copies of the Report of Death. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this procedure, please contact the Embassy at 020-7499-
9000. 




